g2                     NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
gress has called for sympathetic strikes, in order to secure
justice from obdurate-and unsympathetic authorities.
One hears of strikes all over the country to paralyse the
Government. This paralysis is an extreme political step, open
only to a body like the Congress, not even to unions, however
powerful they may be. If the Congress is the people's arm
par excellence for the purpose of winning Independence, para-
lysing action should be retained solely in the hands of the Con-
gress.
At the present moment, the Congress is engaged in making
a success of the proposed Constituent Assembly. There are in-
terminable difficulties in the way. Paralysing strikes must
seriously hamper Congress action.
It follows from the foregoing that political strikes must be
treated on their own merits and must never be mixed with or
related to economic strikes. Political strikes have a definite
place in non-violent action. They are never taken up haphazard.
They must be open, never led by goondaism. They are calcu-
lated never to lead to violence.
Therefore, my humble suggestion to all strikers is to make
a frank declaration of submission to arbitration or adjudication,
to seek the guidance of the Congress and abide by its advice and
for all sympathetic strikers to stop, whilst the Congress is engag-
ed in making the contemplated Constituent Assembly a success
and while Provincial National Governments are functioning.
Uruli-Kanchan, 3-8-'46 '
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